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Preface
The intention of this book is to depict the Sienese and their city through the use of records of the period between 1250 and 1310. The extent and nature of these sources -principally laws, minutes of council meetings, financial records and wills -are such that it should be possible to give an idea of how the city was run at that time and what it felt like to live there. My aim has been to portray Sienese institutions -the commune's and others -to explain how they worked and who participated in them, and to link up the people who exercised power in the city with the ways in which they did this. The computer has helped me in attempting some quantitative use of the sources; I hope that this has been cautious.
William Bowsky's Herculean labours on the source material in the Sienese Archivio di Stato began a decade before I set to work, and culminated in his The Siena under the Nine, 1287-1355 (1981) . The technique of this book has dictated a different approach from Bowsky's, but we have about a quarter of a century (1287-1310) in common. I have sought to depict Siena as it appears to me without allowing Bowsky's viewpoint to dictate mine either in agreement or reaction, but I have almost certainly acquired more from his writings than I was aware of when writing myself and I acknowledge most gratefully my indebtedness to his many publications. Bowsky emphasizes continuity in the period 1287-1355 and implies a break at the start of that period, whereas my emphasis is on continuity through the preceding half-century and in the early decades of the Nine. A differing view also emerges concerning the Noveschi. Bowsky sees the Nine as a 'regime', the Noveschi as a 'governing class' or 'ruling oligarchy'. My contrasting interpretation portrays the period after 1287 as a phase in the commune's constitutional development in which the older ruling class accepted a continuous process whereby 'middling merchants' played a more prominent or more formally defined role in government.
It is about twenty years since I began to devote my leisure to collecting material for this book and it is now time to bring together the work done rather than pursue further archival research. Because my aim is to give a realistic picture of Sienese society, the technique employed is to give examples from the surviving records of how things were done and perceived, so the arrangement is topical, dealing in turn with the place, its people, the working of their political and social Xiv PREFACE institutions and their religion. In the last chapter, on continuity and change, I have made an attempt to compensate for the disadvantages of this nonchronological approach. Naturally the records are not equally informative for all aspects of medieval Sienese life and I am aware of gaps through the virtual omission, for example, of the household and domesticity. I have tried, not with total success, to proceed from Sienese sources alone and not to argue or illustrate by analogy with other medieval cities. The lack of discussion of other cities limits the book's usefulness as a contribution to comparative history, but the sacrifice is intentional. I have also sought to avoid the viewpoints and controversies of recent historical research because the book is intended for general readers, not only for scholars and students.
www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-40312-2 -Siena and the Sienese in the Thirteenth Century Daniel Waley Frontmatter More information My thanks are due most of all to my wife who has, as ever, helped me very greatly with advice, criticism and forbearance. She gave me the microfilm reader which has been a crucial aid and she has constantly and patiently intervened between myself and a word processor which my own ineptitude in such matters would have made it impossible for me to dominate unaided.
I have much enjoyed working in the Sienese Archivio di Stato over a good many years and my gratitude to the staff and present Director, Dr Sonia Fineschi, is reflected, though inadequately, in the dedication of this work.
Westfield College (now Queen Mary and Westfield College), University of London, generously made me an Honorary Research Fellow on my retirement, and for the computer analysis in chapter 2 I am indebted to the college's Computer Unit.
Professor Paolo Cammarosano most kindly gave me a copy of his and Dr Passeri's marvellous Repertorio delle strutture fortificate for the region of Siena and Grosseto. I should like to thank him for this well-timed present and for other gifts of his publications. Dr David d'Avray of University College, London, generously read the chapter on religion in an earlier form and made very helpful comments. Dr Edward English of the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies. Toronto, sent me copies of publications and writings of his; his gift of a copy of his doctoral thesis was an act of outstanding generosity.
I must express also my gratitude to the Leverhulme Foundation for the award of an Emeritus Fellowship which enabled me to spend many weeks working at the Sienese archive in 1986-7.
Some acknowledgements relating to maps and tables are made in relevant parts of this book.
D. W. 
Glossary
The purpose of this glossary is to help readers not familiar with the vocabulary of medieval Italian society. The aim has been to provide brief explanatory keys, not precise or full definitions, to help with the comprehension of some words used in connection with institutions in this book. usually within a city or town. 4. Masse: the area close to the city of Siena, the subject of special juridical and fiscal arrangements, being more directly under the commune's authority than the contado. 5. Popoli: the districts into which Siena was divided, drawing their names mainly from parish churches; they numbered thirty-four in 1318. (Not connected with the institution 'Popolo' described below under 2b.) 6. Terzi: the three 'thirds' into which the city of Siena was divided, i.e. Citta, San Martino, Camollia. For further information see Repertorio and Redon. The map in the latter work is particularly helpful about the whereabouts and extent of the Masse. 
